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Abstract

he lid on the “Yeshoa bar Yehosef™ (aka Jesus,

son of Joseph) assuary from the Firsc Cenm-

ry. C.E. “Talpiot Tomb” in Jerusalem, has a
prominent mark char has received litele arrention. If
menticned ar all, it is Iy L‘ri-.':‘;”:.' referred o as a scar and
usually dismissed as something insignificant, such as
an alignment mark. A careful examinarion of the mark
reveals thar ir is actually nor a star. Rarther, it appears
te be a combination of twoe symbols, one resembling
4 lau Cross and the other a so-called "Hooked X"
This paper will build a case for this interprecarion and
demonsrrare why this is an i prortant -;li,-,:;_'uvtr_y.

Introduction

The so-called Talpiot Tomb was discovered when
i was revealed during blasting of the bedrock com-
prised of a white calcarcous chalk called Nari,' during
conseruction of aparement buildings in March of
1980, Excavarions of the tomb were performed under
the supervision of archacologist, Joseph Garth, and a
plan diagram of the vomb with elevations was made
by an assistant archaeologist and surveyor, Shimon
Gibson, Gath discovered ren ossuaries wichin the
six tunnels {called kokhim) during his excavations,
but enly nine were cataloged and entered into the
collection ar the Israeli
Angiquirties Authorities (LAA,
nee 1DAM) storage faciliny.
Recent geochemical testing
has confirmed che so-called
“lames Ossuary” is also from
the Talpiot tomb and is this
missing tenth ossuary.”

Seven of the ten ossuaties
are inscribed with names;
six in Hebrew/Aramaic and
one in Greek. The name
inscribed in Greek (1AA no.

0-50H1) arguably rranslared as “Mariamene, who is
Mara" may refer to the biblical Mary Magdalene. The
six names carved in Hebrew/Aramaic are as follows:

- (1AM no, B0-5017 *Yehuda, son of Yeshua"
iJudah, son of Jesus)

«  (1AA no. 80-502) "Marya” (Marthew)

= {1AA no. 80-303) “Yeshua, son of Yehosef™
{Jesus, son of Joseph) (1AA po. B0-504) “Yose™
(Josed Toseph)

= (lAA no. 80-503) “Marya” (Maria)

+  (IAA no. 80-509%) "Ya'zqgob son of Yoseph,
brother of Yeshua” {James, son of Joseph,
brother of Jesus)

This amazing clusrer of names carved on burial
ossuaries from a single romb has led many (including
the author of this paper) w conclude this is the family
burial tomb of the biblical Jesus, ocher members of
his famnily and porentially his wife Mary Magdalene.
Much controversy and research on the inscriptions
carved on the ossuaries has occurred in the wake of
the discovery over the past 35 years, but very lietle has
been said abour the marks carved on the lids, includ-
ing two marks on the lid of the "Yeshua bar Yehosef™
ossuary. Although skerches of these owvo marks carved
on the “Yeshua bar Yehosef™ lid were published in
1994,* phorographs raken by Charles Pellegrino in
2005 are the first-ever photographs of the marks (o
be published {Figures 2, 3 and 4). This paper appears
to be the first attempt 1o interpret the meaning of the
mark that some had taken to be a simple star.

The Discovery

In May of 2014, a fellow independent resesrcher
named Jerry Lutgen, introduced the author in an
email tft'nt?ndusig:d five phorographs taken by Charles
Pellegrino, of @ mark inscribed on the lid of the
“Yeshua bar Yehosef™ ossuary (Figure 1). In this email
Pellegrine described the mark as, *...a seven pointed
star with one of the points diverging mre a “V.™" Im-




mediately upen reviewing the photos the author saw
Ll ]

ol @ single sTar
s 1000 7 single '“‘”“:‘F-WPH and wrote the

panse to Lurgen and Pellegrino:

ally on the chest's iu::g side.” The Hooked X/ Tau Cross
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Soon after sending the email it occurred to the of the marks may have been made by family members
suchor this “T" was maost likely a Tau Cross, so thar at the same time they inscribed the names.” In light of
the mark was actually the combination of a “Hooked  this its passible the carver of the Hooked X/Tau Cross
%" and 2 Tau Cross. The rationale for reaching this monogram could have been the maker of dhe ossuary,
conclusion is presented below, a family member at the time of interment, or ¢ven an

Pellegrino pointed our there are actually two intruder into the tomb ar an unknown daee. Further,

separate marks carved on the Yeshua ossuary lid, the because of the differences in the quality of the carvings  Fipure 3. The Hooked X {reali Tau
Hooked X/ Tau Cross monogram and a chevron. He it appers cerain that whoever carved the Hooked X/ Crass (pellom) ave bighligheed to

also poinred our there are no known photographs of Tau Cross was not the same person who carved the shows it’s aetmally a monagran af
these marks on the lid other than Pellegrino’s. The Yeshua name and the “X" on the ossuary. swe pymabols. (Walter, 201 4)
second mark carved on thelid, a low-angle {approx-

imarely 25 degrees) chevron, does appear faintdy in Interpretations of the Hooked X

one of the photographs sent by Pellegrino (Figure 4), Part of the Monogram .

The faintly visible chevron is confirmed by its position The upper symbol within the monogram 1540

relative to the Hooked X/ Tau Cross as drawn in a “X" with an extra bar added o the upper right arm

sketch thar appears on page 223 of the LY. Rahma- that forms a well-known and controversial symbol

ai’, catalogue. The up-side down orientation of the called 2 “Hooked X~ [Dul‘li::l;:l;r:kr:j 1:{[1 Egﬁa:uij;'.'
Rahmani skerch confiems the lack of understanding The author coined the rerm ced X in 202, : :
of the meaning of the Hooked X/ Tau Cross symbol. and has written extensively about the symbaol which Figure 4. A second photagraph of

- o o : “ X Tan Cross™
However, the author’s drawing of the Hooked X first became known [ .hlm ..:l.m.'ll"g h;Tm‘::x?l:f ;TDM..:-M;- ;:1'-:;' d::dr
Tau Cross monogram (Figure 6) showing s centered  the Kensington B4t S e libora- e ean aary the ncdes the
positioning an the ossuary lid suggests the carver in- Minnesota in 1898, ar his mater! it .
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On March 18, 2013, the author personally viewsd carved using medicval £ n:;:d e “Hooked
the Yeshua ossuary lid, while it was on display in the discovery in 1898 ’d'm‘ﬂa i oo el 2 ranic
Dead Seas Scrolls exhibit in Los Angeles, California. X symbal had riﬂ::d b it persiseent belief it was
The ossuary section of the exhibit included the Yeshua  inscription (which m::qi-ch hvpcd.c Luthor, various
ity whish v paskiensd seith the okt i i suhﬁ?thImnuﬂurs'inm various aspects of § Churdeswarsh, 2013, fage T2
Cross symbol clealy visible anly a few inches from ~ scholirs and other
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The aithor has written three books thar chronicle
his research into several controversial arrifaces thar
include all five Norch American rune stones with
the Hooked X. and numerous other examples of the
Hooked X found in Europe. Based on the fact the
Hooked X is found associated with only che Medie-
val Knighes Templar order, the associated Cisterdan
religious order and modern Freemasonry, the author
has concluded the symbol served a dual function in
the known examples. Besides heing used for the "2
sound, the symbol also occurs used as the Roman
numeral ten."” In his 2009 hook, the author proposed
the Hooked X was also symbolic of a religious ideology
called Monotheistic Dualism thar dated back o ar least
circa 1350 B.C.E.. and the time of Egyptian Pharaoh
Akhenaren, The author also suggested a very early ren-
dirion of the Hooked X symbol was the crossed Crook
and Flail (Figurss 9 & 10},

‘The presence of the Hooked X symbaol on the

ossuary of what many scholars now accepr as the
First Cenrury biblical Jesus could be evidence thar is
consistent with many researchers’ belief in his Egyptian
heritage. It could also provide an important clue to the
true religious ideology that Jesus and his apparent wife,
Mary Magdalene, and their followers were teaching,

Interpretations of the Tau Cross
Part of the Monogram

The top horizoneal bar of the “T" shaped Tau
Cross appears to have been intentionally carved jusc
slighdy below the intersection of the two longest lines
forming the Hooked X thus creating two separare
symbaols carved together into a single monogram. ‘The
Tau Cross also has Egyprian origins starting off as a
large “1" shaped flood gauge for measuring the water
level of the Nile River." The lifeblood of the people
of Egypt was directly dependent on the rise and fall of
the Nile. If the warer in the spring was too low there
would be drought and famine among the people.
If too high, Aoodwaters would destroy their stores
T-shaped flood gauge became an important symbol of
life and later a talisman in Egyptian culture believed o
was added to the Tau Cross making it one of the most
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of three zealous sojourners, refUrning from captiviry

in Babvlon to assist in the poble and glorious work of
n:bu'lhjing the house and ciry of God. During their work
on the foundation of the original Temple, they found a
curiously wrought stone, and, digging down nine levels
under the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, they reportedly
found ereasure, This is mirrored in the legend of the
Knights Templar, who we know also performed excava-
rions on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, Some rumors
say the treasure found included gold, scrolls, maps,
navigarion instruments, the Ark of the Covenant, and the
Delta of Enoch — a wiangle of gold with the immutable
name of the Creator inscribed in Hebrew letters, Yod,
Hey. Vav, Hey, inside a cube of agate."

The Triple Tau symbaol dates back to befare the
official origin of English Freemasonry in 1717 {Figure
13)." One can't help but wonder if the symbal is
somchow connected o the Christian “1HS” symbaol
that began in the Firse Century as "[H” which is iden-
tical to the Triple Tau symbol. The original meaning
of the symbol was the “T" over the “H” emblem
which meant Templum Hierosolyma, or the Temple
of Jerusalem, The symbal can also be seen as 17 over
“H” and a First Century Christogram of the Greek
letters, 1 (iota) and H (era), the firse owo letters for the
narne “Jesus.” Reporredly, an 5™ was added in the
Second Century creating the well-known symbol of
the Christian "THS" (Figure 14).

Interpretation of the Monogram Taken
as “Alpha-Omega”

Many have speculared the Hooked X symbal is
a carved-into-stone with straight lines version of the
Hebrew “Aleph,” the first character in the Hebrew!
Aramaic alphabet. The Tau is the nineteenth character
in the Greek alphaber, but it is also related 1o the He-
brew Tav {and Aramaic Tav} which would have been
the last characrer of the Hebrew Alphaber (and the
number 400). If so, the monogram on the lid could be
equivalent to “Alpha-Omega, the beginning and the
end.” It’s long been known in the Bible thar Jesus said.
“1 am the beginning and the end.” Perhaps this pre-
C.E. 70 symbol is evidence thar this hiblical passage
was accurarely recorded, as spoken by Jesus.

Conclusions
The discovery of the Hooked X/ Tau Cross on the
lid of the Yeshua ossuary from the Talpiot Tomb could
* clusion of “James” ossuary as a renth ossuary discovered
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